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Reviewer: Ralph Werner 

Sources: VPI Scout II with SME M2 12-inch and VPI JMW 9T arms, Denon DL-103, Ortofon MC Rondo 

Bronce and Zu Audio DL-103 pickups; SAC Gamma Sym phonostage; Luxman D-05 SACD player; 

Logitech Touch, Readynas Duo NAS-Server, HP Notebook and M2Tech Hiface, Benchmark DAC1 USB 

Amplification: Octave HP300 with MC phono preamp, Electrocompaniet AW180 amplifier, Denon PMA-

2010AE integrated 

Loudspeakers: Dynamikks Monitor 8.12, Thiel SCS4 

Sundry accessories, cables and racks 
Review component retail: Starting at €1.950 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

F r om  b igges t  t o  sma l l e s t .  Whe re  ou r  l a s t  encoun te r  w i t h  Mas t e r sound  had  

dea l t  w i t h  t he i r  t op  Evo l u t i on  8 45  mode l  whose  5 3kg  to  t h i s  day  t op  t he  

sca l e s  f o r  any  i n teg ra ted  amp l i f i e r ,  t oday ' s  No r t h  I t a l i an  a f fa i r  i s  t he i r  en t r y -

l e ve l  o f f e r i ng .  Ch r i s t ened  Dueund i c i ,  i t  co s t s  one  f i f t h  o f  t he  Evo l u t i on ,  

we igh s  t h ree -and -a -ha l f  t imes  l e s s  and ,  nomen  e s t  omen ,  pu t s  ou t  a  so l i d  2  

x  11  wa t t s .  

T ha t ' s  no t  opu l en t  power  bu t  one  E L  34  pe r  channe l  s imp l y  i sn ' t  capab le  o f  

mo re .  The  Dueund ic i  i s  a  c l a s s  A  s i ng le -ended  powe r  amp  san s  g l oba l  

f eedback .  C lea r l y  t he  I t a l i an s  he re  we re  a f t e r  max ima l  s on ic s  ra t he r  t han  

max imus  power .  

 



 
 

 

And  f i ne  by  me  I  m igh t  add .  My  Dynamikks  Mon i t o r  8 . 12  a re  an  hone s t  

9 3dB /W/m  and  t he i r  impedance  doe sn ' t  unde rcu t  6  ohms  (a t  a round  150H z ) .  

T h i s  wa s  de f i n i t e l y  wo r t h  a  t r y .  Boxe s  ba re l y  no r t h  o f  80dB  won ' t  be  any  f un  

pa r t i cu la r l y  i n  b igge r  r ooms  and  unde r  h i ghe r  l eve l s  o f  cou r se .  T he  co r rec t  

match  o f  speake r s  and  amp  becomes  pa ramoun t  wheneve r  a  me re  f i s t f u l  o f  

wa t t s  a re  on  hand .  

V i s ua l l y  Ma s t e r sound ' s  Dueund ic i  cu t s  an  imp re s s i ve  f i gu re  –  b ig  enough  t o  

ga rne r  r e spec t ,  sma l l  enough  t o  r ema i n  cha rm ing .  Not  on l y  i t s  de s ign  bu t  

a l so  manufac t u re  ta ke  p lace  i n  V icenza  no r t hwe s t  o f  Ven ice .  Th i s  show s .  

Co smet i c s ,  p ropo r t i on s  and  f i t ' n ' f i n i sh  don ' t  l eave  much  to  be  de s i r ed .  

Need le s s  t o  sa y  t he  compara t i ve l y  h i ghe r  E u ropean  labo r  co s t s  re f l ec t  a s  

we l l .  The  same  co in  ach i eve s  h i ghe r  we igh t ,  f l a sh i e r  t r im  and  more  opu l en t  

power  w i t h  compet i t o r s  l i ke  Aud rea l ' s  V 30 ,  V i ncen t ' s  SV - 236 ,  Ope ra  Aud i o ' s  

Con sonance  M100+  and  Magnat ' s  RV1 .  I t ' l l  s imp l y  won ' t  bo the r  t ho se  who  

a re  f i ne  w i t h  1 1  wa t t s  and  t h ree  h igh - l e ve l  i npu t s  t o  p r ima r i l y  j udge  t h i s  

mach ine  on  son ic s .  As  do  we  he re  a t  fa i r aud i o  t oo . . .  

 

To  no t  codd le  ou r  two - t imes -e l even  son i c  maes t r o ,  I  dec ided  t o  wa i t  on  my  

e f f i c i en t  Dynami kk s  and  f i r s t  l ea sh  up  a  l e s s  compadre  two -way  m in i  b y  way  

o f  T h ie l ' s  SCS4 .  Tha t ' s  no t  r ea l l y  a  t r ue  cu r r en t  gu z z l e r  e i t he r  bu t  mat i ng  a  

compact  mon i t o r  t o  a  l ow -power  va l ve  amp  doesn ' t  t end  t o  be  w i sdom ' s  

f i r s t  cho ice  a f t e r  a l l .  B u t  s omet ime s  w i sdom  i s  a  wash .  Th i s  match  came o f f  

r a t he r  we l l .  The  Th ie l  i s  a ve r se  t o  e lec t r on ic s  wh ich  a re  ha rde r ,  c r i spe r  and  



ove r l y  p re sen t  s i nce  i t s  own  h igh l y  accu ra te  co re  f l a vo r  t hen  l i k e s  t o  f l i p  

i n to  t he  r i g id  and  unp l ea san t .  He re  t he  Dueund ic i  became  t he  ve r i t ab l e  

an t ido t e .  The  sma l l  I t a l i an  i n jec ted  an  e x t ra  do se  o f  cha rm  i n t o  t he  equa l l y  

sma l l  Ame r i can  wh ich  pa r t i cu l a r l y  i n  t he  m id  and  t reb l e  reg i on s  ac t ed  l i k e  

ba lm  w i t hout  cau s i ng  t ona l - ba lance  sh i f t s .  Y um .  

 

O f  cou r se  I  cou ldn ' t  fa i l  t o  s u spec t  t ha t  mo re  ab s t i nen t  co l l eague s  m igh t  

t r an s l a te  ' cha rm '  a s  ' t o ta l  ha rmon ic  d i s t o r t i on ' .  I  had  to  adm i t  t ha t  Boy s '  

Va le ska  S t e i ne r  d i d  sound  p re t t i e r  t han  u sua l  bu t  hey ,  why  e l s e  wou ld  one  

ge t  i t  on  w i t h  a  l ow -powe r  SE T  i n  t he  f i r s t  p l ace?  On  t he  o the r  s i de  o f  12 : 0 0  

on  t he  d ia l  e ven  t he  mos t  gene rou s  i n spec to r  wou ldn ' t  i n voke  cha rm  any  

l onge r  bu t  c r y  obv iou s  d i s t o r t i on .  Two  hand fu l s  o f  wa t t s  s imp l y  h i t  t he i r  l im i t s  

a t  h i gh  l eve l s .  W i t h  t he  Th i e l  one  doe sn ' t  m i s s  t oo  much  s i nce  t he  speake r  

i t se l f  h i t s  i t s  own  l im i t s  a  b i t  l a t e r .  Y ou  wan t  mo  l ouda ,  ge t  ye  a  Dynami kk s  

Mon i t o r  8 . 1 2 !  

 

 
 

 

T hough  on  pape r  endowed  w i t h  ' on l y '  6dB  mo re  sen s i t i v i t y ,  t he  d i f fe r ence  i n  

ach i evab le  l oudnes s  wa s  mos t  no tab le .  On l y  ou t  o f  cu r i o s i t y  and  no t  rea l l y  

because  I  mean t  t o  l i s t en  t ha t  l oud l y ,  I  aga i n  pu shed  t he  vo l ume  con t r o l  

pa s t  h i gh  noon  and  even  now  d i s t o r t i on  se t  i n  even t ua l l y .  G ran ted ,  now  t ha t  

wa s  accompan ied  by  SP L s  I ' d  no t  con s i de r  hea l t h y  ove r  the  l ong  hau l .  

Un l i k e  w i t h  t he  Th ie l ,  t h i s  ce i l i ng  s imp l y  f a r  f r om co inc i ded  w i t h  t he  



Dynami kk ' s  own .  The  Dueund ic i  i s n ' t  me re l y  l im i t ed  on  max  l oudne s s ,  t he  

same ho ld s  t r ue  f o r  d ynamic  ce r ta i n t y .  

Fo r  con te x t  l e t  me  s ta te  t ha t  I  abu sed  t he  amp  w i t h  a  3 0m ²  space  o f  h igh  

ce i l i ng s  and  f o r  pu re l y  po rc i ne  badne s s  had  cued  up  t he  e l ec t r on ica  band  

P i vo t  who se  gna r l y  s yn th  exp l o i t s  can  b r i ng  even  10  t ime s  mo re  poten t  amps  

t o  t he i r  knee s .  I t  r ea l l y  wa sn ' t  a  sandbox  t o  have  an  1 1 -wat t  va l ve r  b l o s som  

fo r  j o y .  So  l e t ' s  l eave  exce s s  and  l i s t en  more  ca re fu l l y .  

 

T ona l l y  t he  Ma s te r sound  p l a yed  i t  ba lanced  w i t h  a  t endency  f o r  t he  

wa rme r .  I f  you  wan ted  to  tag  on  ' va l ve  t yp ica l '  I ' d  no t  f i gh t  you  bu t  wou ld  

s imp l y  add  t ha t  I ' ve  hea rd  dozen s  o f  t r an s i s t o r  amps  w i t h  s im i l a r  l ean ing s ,  

sa y  ou r  t eam ' s  wo r kho r se  Denon  PMA-2010AE .  I n  t he  m idband  t he  Dueund i c i  

wa s  on l y  m i l d l y  wa rme r  t han  t he  Japane se .  Th i s  wa s  c lea r  ea r l y  on  w i t h  

L i sbe th  Scot t ' s  voca l s  f r om  Charmed ,  a  24 /96  c la s s i ca l  aud i oph i l e  

down load ,  read  good - sound ing  bu t  bo r i ng .  The  Japane se  wa s  a  tad  mo re  

open  on  h i gh ,  t he  I t a l i an  a  t i c k  f u l l e r .  

 

Pa r  f o r  t he  same  cou r se  was  bas s  wh ich  d idn ' t  t r ack  i n t o  t he  aby s s  ha rd  a s  

na i l s .  S ub  ba s s  a t t enua ted  poco  a  poco  wh i l s t  l oo sen ing  i t s  g r i p  a s  we l l .  B u t  

wha t  l acked  i n  t he  f i r s t  oc tave  wa s  made  up  f o r  i n  t he  uppe r  ba s s / l owe r  

m id range  t ran s i t i on .  Hence  t he  imp re s s i on  o f  wa rmth  and  good  ove ra l l  

ba lance .  I t ' s  a  qu i t e  common  t r i c k  bu t  p rope r l y  pu l l ed  o f f  s t i l l  e f f ec t i ve .  The  

two  ex t ra  f i nge r s  o f  g i r t h  he re  d i dn ' t  ob scu re  mus i ca l l y  v i t a l  de ta i l  bu t  

c rea ted  t he  ove ra l l  t ona l  imp re s s i on .  He re  t ha t ' s  i n  f ac t  t he  co re  ta sk  o f  t he  

ba s s  range .  Anyone  a f t e r  max ima l  s hove  and  a t tack  w i l l  l og ica l l y  l ook  

e l sewhe re .  

Mated  t o  a  speake r  w i t h  a  p rope r l y  deve l oped  foundat ion ,  t he  sma l l  

Mas t e r sound  r ende r s  acou s t i c  i n s t r umen t s  l i k e  doub le  bas s ,  b i g  d r ums ,  

conce r t  p i ano  and  such  na t u ra l  and  we l l  t imed ,  ne i t he r  t r u l y  d r y  no r  

s hodd i l y  l oo se .  And  a  b i t  o f  f i ne - t un i ng  i s  ava i l ab l e  w i t h  t he  t ran s fo rme r  

ou tpu t  tab s .  T he  4 -ohm  op t i on  wa s  a  b i t  t au t e r  bu t  a l so  mo re  s ubdued  wh i l s t  

t he  8 - ohm  te rm ina l  wa s  j u i ce r  and  a l so  so f t e r  and  l oo se r .  Depend ing  on  t he  

mus ic  one  o r  t he  o the r  t e rm ina l  wa s  t he  mo re  conv i nc i ng .  

 

T he  oppos i t e  end  o f  t he  sca l e  ac ted  s l i gh t l y  de fen s i ve .  He re  t he  

Mas t e r sound  p l a yed  i t  mo re  s ubdued  t han  t he  Denon ,  a lbe i t  mo re  re so l ved  

a t  t ha t .  G l ocken sp ie l  and  cymba l s  fe l t  t r ue  and  phy s i ca l  and  decay s  

l i nge red  l ong  and  n ice l y  t ea sed  ou t  whe re  t he  Japane se  t ran s i s t o r s  we re  

mo re  s i l ve r y ,  f l a t t e r ,  l e s s  f ea the red  ou t  and  i n  t he  f i na l  ana l y s i s  l e s s  t r ue .  

 



 
 

 

On  t he  f l i p  s i de  o f  t he  same  equa t i on ,  b ra s se s  ove r  t he  Denon  acqu i r ed  a  

tad  mo re  cu t t i ng  powe r ,  be  i t  M i l e s  Dav i s '  t r umpet  o r  Ande r s  Pau l s son ' s  

s op rano  sax .  He re  t he  Ma s te r sound  f ocu sed  on  s ub s t ance  and  wa rmth .  The  

sma l l  I t a l i an  hand led  t he  uppe r  r eg i s te r s  w i t h  sen s ib i l i t y  bu t  ca re .  I n  t he  

same ve in  t he  mos t  s ha rp l y  honed  t ran s i en t s  we ren ' t  i t s  t h i ng  e i t he r .  Th i s  

d idn ' t  mean  s l eep ine s s  bu t  a  b i t  more  b i t e  on  a  ha rd  p i ano  a t tack ,  a  sna re  

o r  p l uc ked  gu i t a r  s t r i ng  wou ldn ' t  go  am i s s .  I n  t h i s  p r i ce  c l a s s  t ha t ' s  s imp l y  

r ou t i ne l y  accompan ied  by  l e s s  ove ra l l  r e so l u t i on  and  d i sconce r t i ng  

ha rdne s s .  The  Dueund i c i  hand l ed  t he  t r eb le  w i t h  s ub t l e t y  and  l ong - t e rm  

comfo r t  r a t he r  t han  c r i spne s s .  

 

T he  bes t  pa r t  we re  t he  m id s .  He re  one  may  r i gh t f u l l y  i n voke  ' pos i t i ve l y  

va l ve s '  and  no t  me re l y  because  o f  t he  a fo remen t i oned  m i no r  t endency  f o r  

wa rmth .  Two  f u r t he r  v i r t ue s  f ac t o red  i n t o  t h i s  equat i on  wh ich ,  poe t r y  a l e r t ,  

m igh t  be  ca l l ed  f l u i d i t y  and  p la s t i c i t y .  T he  f o rme r  i s  a  b i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  na i l .  

Have  you  eve r  expe r imen ted  w i t h  a  supe r  tweete r ?  Mos t l y  i t  won ' t  t r an s la t e  

i n to  sound ing  b r i gh te r  o r  mo re  ex t ended  on  h i gh .  Ra the r  i t ' s  i n  t he  spa t i a l  

d imen s i on  whe re  i t  we igh s  i n  a s  a  k i nd  o f  e la s t i c i t y  wh i ch  enve l ope s  t he  

m idband  and  r e fa sh i on s  f o rme r  d r yne s s  and  e xces s  ou t l i ne  sha rpne s s  i n to  

someth i ng  m i l de r  bu t  mo re  na t u ra l .  

 



 
 

Many  f ee l  s im i l a r l y  about  a  good  ana log  f r on t -end  ve r s u s  a  l e s se r  d ig i t a l  

equ i va len t .  As i de  f r om  re spon se  d i f f e rence s  and  mechan i ca l  no i se s ,  v i n y l  

t end s  t o  be  mo re  nub i l e  and  f l u i d  f r om  t he  m idband  on  up  wh i ch  i sn ' t  s o l e l y  

t he  ou t come  o f  g rea te r  t ona l  wa rmth .  And  he re  t he  sma l l  I t a l i an  wa s  s im i l a r .  

E xac t l y  why  i t  s ounded  so  da rn  f l u id—whethe r  i t  had  any th i ng  t o  do  w i t h  my  

s upe r  tweete r  pa ra l l e l  o r  t he  ana l og /v i n y l  de t ou r— I 'm  no t  s u r e .  A l l  I  k now  i s  

t ha t  i t  ac t ed  a s  an  an t ido t e  t o  t he  d r y  po ro s i t y  o f  o t he r  amps  i n  t h i s  p r i ce  

r ange .  Be  i t  t he  vague  ' va l ve  mag ic '  r ea son  o r  c la s s  A  s i ng l e - ended  

c i r cu i t r y ,  t he re  wa s  no  doub t  t ha t  i t  p la yed  mo re  f l u i d l y  to  make  even  mo re  

c r i t i ca l  a l bums  more  pa la tab l e .  

 

 

Pe r haps  t he  cu r r ency  t h i s  was  pa id  f o r  was  s ome  m id range  re so l u t i on  bu t  

t he  up shot  was ,  i t  s t i l l  sounded  na t u ra l  and  c l ea r l y  b ypa s sed  any  r i s k  o f  

go ing  on  t he  ne r ve s .  W i t h  F i ona  App le ' s  T i da l  I  became  awa re  o f  how  

compet i ng  amps  m igh t  have  dug  deepe r  on  de ta i l  bu t  rou t i ne l y  a t  t he  p r i ce  

o f  pu sh i ng  t he  ve r y  c l o se - up  song  i n t o  someth i ng  be t ra y i ng  e f f o r t .  The  

Dueund ic i  r ema i ned  l oo se  and  r e la xed  even  t hough  (o r  because )  i t  d idn ' t  

app l y  t he  same  acou s t i c  zoom .  I t  s imp l y  f e l t  r ea l .  

T h i s  wa s  a s s i s t ed  by  t he  a fo remen t i oned  p l a s t i c i t y  a s  t he  sen se  o f  3 -

d imen s i ona l  embod imen t  o f  vo i ce s  and  i n s t r umen t s .  He re  t he  compar i s on  t o  

t he  Denon  became i n te re s t i ng  aga in  

Though  t he  Denon  ca s t  i nd i v i dua l  image s  t ha t  we re  even  b i gge r ,  t hey  we re  

a l so  more  compacted  and  l e s s  deve l oped  i n  t he  dep th  doma i n .  D ipp i ng  

i n to  t he  f u l l  w i t h  g rand  o rche s t r a l  o r  ha rd  Rock /e l ec t r on ica ,  t he  Japane se  

t r an s i s t o r s  ma in t a i ned  be t te r  on - s tage  o rde r  and  so r t i ng  du r i ng  t he  den se s t  

o f  i n te r l ude s .  



 
 

On  sma l l e r - s ca l e  s tu f f  howeve r  whe re  t he  Ma s te r sound  wa s  i n  i t s  e l emen t—

s tanda rd  Pop ,  mo re  i n t ima te  Ja z z  o r  s i nge r / songw r i t e r  fa re— i t  had  t he  edge  

on  s tag ing .  Not  on l y  d id  i nd i v idua l  s ound s  become  mo re  tac i t  bu t  t he  

gene ra l  ove r v i ew  o f  t he  s t age  ( t r ue  i n  gene ra l  bu t  pa r t i cu l a r l y  i n  t he  dep th  

d i r ec t i on )  wa s  l e s s  c rammed  a s  t hough  t he  s tage  ac to r s  had  more  space  t o  

b rea the  be tween  each  o the r .  

 

 

Conc l u s i on .  Two  t ime s  1 1  wa t t s  go  fa r t he r  t han  you 'd  t h i n k  i f  one  adhe re s  t o  

ce r ta i n  p recond i t i on s .  Y ou ' l l  own  more  sen s i t i ve  speake r s ,  you r  l i s t en i ng  

r oom  won ' t  doub le  up  a s  gymna s i um  and  max  l eve l  and  mac rodynam ic  

f o r t i t ude  won ' t  f ea tu re  on  t op  o f  you r  w i sh  l i s t .  The  Ma s te r sound  Dueund ic i  

p lea se s  w i t h  a  wa rm i sh  t imb re ,  excep t i ona l  f l u id i t y ,  a  l ong - te rm  non -

fa t i gu i ng  we l l  r e so l ved  t reb l e  and  a  ve r y  embod ied  spa t ia l l y  i n vo l v i ng  

p re sen ta t i on .  I f  on  t op  o f  i t  a l l  you ' l l  adm i r e  an  a t t r ac t i ve  packag i ng  

w i t hou t  b l i ng  bu t  f l aw le s s  wo r kman sh ip ,  you  be t te r  p l an  an  aud i t i on  w i t h  

you r  nea rby  Ma s te r sound  dea l e r .  

 

P s ych  p r o f i l e :  

•  Ma s te r sound ' s  Dueund ic i  p la y s  i t  t ona l l y  ba lanced  w i t h  a  h i n t  o f  wa rmth .  

T h i s  m i x t u re  con s i s t s  o f  a  s l i gh t l y  f l e shy  uppe r  ba s s / l owe r  m idband  comb ined  

w i t h  m i no r l y  s o f t  t op  r eg i s t e r s .  

•  I n  t he  l ow  ba s s  t h i s  1 1 -wat t  va l ve r  re l i nqu i s he s  power  and  a r t i cu l a t i on .  On  

qua l i t y  t he  ba s s  i s  sem i - sec ,  hence  t he  idea l  l oud speake r  won ' t  have  t o  r e l y  

on  undue  con t r o l .  Tha t  accoun ted  f o r ,  t he  sma l l  I t a l i an  pa r t i cu la r l y  w i t h  

acou s t i c  i n s t r umen t s  cu t s  a  ve r y  be l i e vab l e  f i gu re .  

•  T he  t r eb le  i sn ' t  u l t ima te l y  r e so l ved  to  f ee l  s l i gh t l y  m i l d .  E ven  so  t he  uppe r  

oc tave s  a re  n i ce l y  e l uc ida ted  and  f i l l ed  w i t h  de ta i l  wh ich  i n  t h i s  p r i ce  c la s s  

i s  o f t en  l e s s  accu ra te l y  t ea sed  ou t .  

•  T he  sono rou s  m idband  exh ib i t s  a  ve r y  a t t r ac t i ve  s l i gh t l y  s i l k y  qua l i t y  and  

g rea t  f l u id i t y  wh i ch  bene f i t s  l e s s  t han  pe r f ec t  r eco rd i ng s .  T he  Mas t e r sound  

t hu s  i s  s omewhat  o f  a  cha rmer .  

•  M ic rodynamic s  a re  good ,  mac rodynamic s  and  ach i evab le  SP L  a re  l im i t ed  

by  de s i gn .  



•  Sound s tag ing  ha s  r ea l i s t i c  s ca l e  and  i nd i v idua l  s t age  ac to r s  exh ib i t  good  

body .  F r i ends  o f  beaut i f u l  vo ice s  have  much  t o  adm i re .  

Fac t s :  

•  Concept :  T ube  i n teg ra ted  

•  D imen s i on s  and  we igh t :  4 0 . 5  x  2 9 . 5  x  20cm WxDxH ,  1 5kg  

•  T r im :  B lack  chas s i s  w i t h  Wa lnu t  cheek s ,  h igh -g l o s s  op t i on  f o r  t he  l a t t e r  

€ 150  ex t ra  

I •  /o  po r t s :  3  i npu t s ,  4 / 8 - ohm t e rm ina l s  

•  Power  con sumpt ion :  ca .  7 7  wa t t s  a t  i d l e ,  no  s tandby  

•  Wa r ran t y :  2  yea r s  


